
 

Letter from Coach Bayer   

Inside this issue:  

Letter from Coach 1 

Summer 7s Champi-

ons 

2 

University of Cali-

fornia Camp Trip 

2 

Hyde Rugby in New 

Zealand 

2 

Distinguished guest 

from New Zealand 

visits Hyde 

3 

Hyde Rugby Alum-

nus recognized on 

Capitol Hill 

3 

NZ Trip, Cali trip 

and other photos. 

4-5 

Featured òTeam 

Momó 

6 

2009 Ambassadors Shield Fundraiser 

Sunday, November 15 ,  the 2009 Ambassa-

dorõs Shield rugby match will kick off in Washing-

ton, DC. The annual event began 13 years ago as 

a way to òpromote New Zealand sport and cul-

tureó & 6 years ago evolved into the primary 

fundraiser for the Hyde Rugby program.  

Come out and support a good cause by watching 

rugby, enjoying òKiwi cuisineó and witnessing the 

world famous òHAKAó For more information, 

see www.ambassadorshsield.com   
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THE LIONõS ROAR 

I must apologize for the tardiness of the òSummeró 
issue of our newsletter, It has been a tremendously busy 

time  for our school, rugby program and me person-

ally...  

Nine months ago, my mom was diagnosed with cancer. 

As to be expected, this news came as a great 
shock. My father had just retired after 45 years 
of work and was looking forward to living life 

traveling the country with his wife and spending 

time with the kids and grandkids.              

During the ensuing roller coaster of chemo-
therapy/radiation and numerous hospitalizations,  

my mom fought with the same fire, commitment 
and passion that was a trademark of her life. 
Unfortunately, my mom succumbed to the can-

cer September 18th.  Last month was an ex-

tremely difficult time for my family and me. 

My mom set the example of working to help 

others, embracing diversity, and possessing 

fierce determination that helped to direct my life 
in ways that I am just beginning to recognize. 

Her sense of òrighting the wrong,ó ògiving backó 
and òspeaking your mindó  have become corner-
stones of my personal beliefs. I am truly my 

motherõs son. 

With all this in mind, I would like to start a 
monthly recognition of some of our team moms 
and dads who have shown commitment, gener-

osity and love for not only their children but all of our 
children. Please see our first òTeam Momó profile of 

Mary Komongnan later in this issue.  She is a special 

woman, mom, supporter and friend of Hyde Rugby. 

Coach Bayer 

     

  

   

 

 

Weenonah Louise Bayer  

12/12/42ð 9/18/09 
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Summer 2009 saw Hyde Rugby 

7s win championships in the 

two High School tournaments 

entered (Model 7s and NOVA 

Midnight 7s). In the first tour-

nament of the season, Hyde 

defeated Eleanor Roosevelt 

(27-10), Model School(14-5) 

and Maryland Exiles(19-5). 

In the Semifinals, Hyde de-

feated Severn River (24-

10) to set up a champion-

ship against Coolidge, with 

Hyde winning (17-7) in the 

championship game.  

In the next tournament, 

Hyde suffered its first loss, 

12-10 in the closing seconds 

to larger and more athletic, 

TC Williams òRemember 

the Titans.ó fDespite the 

setback, Hyde went on to 

defeat Loudon and Mt. St. 

Josephs to earn a place in 

the Championship and a 

rematch against TC Wil-

liams. 

Excited to have the oppor-

tunity to avenge their earlier 

loss, the boys went on to 

win 27-10. Despite a quite young team, the Hyde team 

had an excellent season of 7s rugby and impressed all 

with their play, sportsmanship and maturity. Congrats 

to the team and keep it up!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

went all out showing great hospital-
ity to the boys. Highlights of the 

trip include learning about the 
Maori culture, attending the NZ vs. 

Australia Bledisloe Cup, snow-

boarding, fishing, visiting the NZ 
Institute of Sport,  and making 

countless friendships. 

Make sure to visit the team website 
http://hyderugby.com/news.php?
newsid=21 for the first of the 
weekly journals detailing their 

experiences. Click on News for 

their other journal entries. 

 

Hyde Rugby players, Salim Lancas-
ter and Alex Pettiford were proba-

bly some of the only kids to be 
excited at the news they would be 

attending summer school... in 

Auckland, New Zealand!  

Through a relationship with the 
New Zealand Embassy and the 

Auckland University of Technology 
(AUT) funding was raised to send 
two students to Avondale College 
for six weeks of classes, rugby, and 

cultural exchange. 

While in New Zealand, the boys 
stayed with a òhost familyó who 

 

 Summer 2009 Rugby Tourneys...Champions 

Summer School On The Other Side Of The World 

Cal Rugby Camp Trip 

ships based on recommenda-

tions and assessments of their 

attitude/effort over the course 

of the school year by coaches, 

teachers and peers. 

Initially, funding was only avail-

able to send two students but 

Coach Connor OõBrien (first 

year Hyde coach and also Cal 

alumnus) donated a third schol-
arship enabling an additional 

student to participate. 

Trip highlights include, first 

time flying on a plane, a 5 mile 

jog in the redwoods, a 

visit to Chinatown, 

and immersion in a 

total rugby environ-

ment with some of the 

best players from 

across the country. 

Be sure to see  http://

hyderugby.com/
news.php?newsid=26 

for the playersõ write 

ups of their trip. 

This summer, Hyde Rugby 

players (Darrell Harris, Tony 

Rogers and Anthony Lewis) 

won Rugby Camp scholarships 

to the University of California 

at Berkley. 

The scholarship was started 

two years ago by former team-

mates of Coach Bayer, Kester 

Wise (Cal Alumnus) and Jon 
Payne (former Hyde-Maine 

student).   

Players are awarded scholar-
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Alex and Salim in their Avondale College 

Uniforms 

Hyde gRugby  new website see www.hyderugby.com 

(L-R) Darrell, Anthony and Tony 
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With the help of the New 

Zealand (NZ) Embassy, a 

delegation of education offi-

cials from NZ visited the 

Hyde school in September 

to observe a successful U.S. 

public charter school in ac-

tion.  The tour was led by 

Hyde-DC juniors Alex Petti-

ford and Salim Lancaster 

(who had just returned 

from six weeks in NZ), An-

thony Lewis, and Tony 

Rogers. The tour guides 

were selected for their aca-

demic and character excel-

lence. The special guests 

from New Zealand included, 

The Hon. Anne Tolleyñ 

Minister of Education, NZ, 

Ms. Karen Sewellñ Secre-

tary for Education, NZ Min-

istry of Education, Ms. Deb 

StruthersñOffice of Minis-

ter of Education and Mr. 

Mike Woodsñ Education 

Counselor, Embassy of New 

Zealand, Washington DC. 

While on the tour, the 

guests participated in a 

òOne Minute Meó exercise that allows each individual 

to spend a minute talking about who they are and what 

makes them special. The visitors did the same, sharing 

information 

about their 

back-

grounds, 

interests and 

experiences. 

worked on fitness, rugby skills, 

academic fundamentals, and 

character development. Addi-

tional activities included weekly 

games in the summer touch 

rugby league and day trips to 

area attractions such as Great 

Falls, VA, Ft. Washington, MD, 

Sandy Point State Park, the 

Gonzaga Rugby camp, and our 
season finale trip... rafting in 

West Virginia. 

All of the trips served as op-

portunities to learn about the 

Thanks to the 

support of the 

DC Children 

and Youth In-

vestment Cor-

poration, Hyde 

Rugby hosted a six-week 

òrugby themedó day camp for 

20 boys and girls between the 

ages of 9-13.  

The camp was staffed by Coach 

Hildebidle, Coach Bayer and 12 

Hyde Rugby players acting as 

Camp Counselors. Campers 

surrounding community and history and expose campers to 

the world outside of DC. The kids and coaches had a great 

time and are looking forward to next summer already! 

   

Minister and Secretary of Education (NZ) visit Hyde  

Hyde Rugby Summer Camp 

PJ visits Senator Paul Straus 

vided a personal tour of the 

Capitol for PJ, his mom, and 

Coach Bayer and hosted a 

luncheon in the Senate din-

ing room. The food was 

wonderful, the atmosphere 

impressive, and the day in-

spiring. Following lunch, the 

Senator held a small cere-

mony presenting PJ with a 

certificate recognizing his 

efforts and offering inspira-

tional words. In demonstra-

tion of his appreciation, PJ presented the Senator 

and some of his 

staff members 

with "Hyde 

Rugby"    T-

shirts and 

a Hyde Rugby 

ball. 

Hyde alumnus, PJ Komong-

nan was honored by Sena-

tor Paul Strauss of the Dis-

trict of Columbia for his 

participation in the 2009 

World Games in Chinese 

Taipei (Taiwan) as a repre-

sentative of the USA Rugby 

team.  PJ and his mother 

were invited to the Capitol 

to participate in the event 

to celebrate his accomplish-

ment.  Senator Strauss  pro-
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L-R Sen. Paul Strauss, PJ, Mary Komongnan 

and Coach Bayer 

�'�D�\���&�D�P�S�H�U�V���D�Q�G�������&�R�D�F�K���´�3�-�µ���U�D�I�W�L�Q�J�����G�R�Z�Q���I�U�R�P���+�D�U�S�H�U�V��
Ferry, WV. 
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